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The role that religion plays in politics is embedded in the structure of the Middle East. The
important role of religion in politics arises partly from the history of the region. This
innovative book analyzes the relationship between religion and politics in the Middle East
through a comparative study of five countries: Egypt, Israel, Turkey, Iran, and Saudi Arabia.
Robert D. Lee examines each country in terms of four domains in which state and religion
necessarily interact: national identity, ideology, institutions, and political
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This innovative book analyzes the interaction of politics and religion in the Middle East
through a comparative study of four countries—Egypt, Israel, Turkey, and Iran. Author Robert
D. Lee examines each country in terms of four areas in which state and religion necessarily
interact: group identity, ideology, institutions, and political culture/5. Hailed as "the world's
foremost Islamic scholar" (Wall Street Journal), as "a towering figure among experts on the
culture and religion of the Muslim world" (Baltimore Sun), and as "the doyen of Middle
Eastern studies" (New York Times), Lewis is nothing less than a national treasure, a trusted
voice that politicians, journalists, historians, and the general public have all turned to for
insight into the Middle .
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